GRACE REFORMED CHURCH

Going Forward

It is good to reflect on this past year. As weetlolt there is much to give
thanks for. But, we give thanks because we re#thiaewe are the recipients
of many good gifts from a loving heavenly FathExen when a particular
year has been rough, GOD has been good.

We are not only to look back though we are atslook forward. We are to
set our eyes on the goal, to look toward our helsgnaalling, to lay up treas-
ures in heaven. All of this is to say as GOD’sygleave have a future. As
we go forward on this earth we are to work outsalvation, we are to do the
good works that the Lord has prepared for us to do.

As we look forward, it is good to plan for thedte. In one sense we do not know the future. dé/aot
know what 2008 will bring. We do not know if wellxgee 2009 on this earth; Jesus may return thas ye
or we may die. We do not know, but we can know@ne who knows all; the One who will not have any
surprises this year, the One who sees it all ajre&y knowing Him we can be sure it will be a good
year. For He will not leave or forsake us, no eraftothers do, or no matter what happens to igsysmar,
the Lord will be with us, and nothing will separatefrom the love of GOD.

So look ahead and make plans to grow spiritudiiyake plans to make progress in your walk with
GOD. Here are some questions to consider for 2@8you have a plan for reading scripture this
year? Do you have plan for memorizing? Do youeh@daily journal? Do you have a prayer journal? If
you have a plan you are better apt to make prodginesyear. If you have a plan is more likely that
grow spiritually. Many of us will have work plangcation plans, birthday plans, graduation or virggid
plans, but what about spiritual plans?

One way to keep on track is to write out somaplar 2008 and share them with a friend who wikak
up on you to see how you are doing through ouyéae. In other words, find an accountability part-
ner. GOD’s plans for us our good, but will we ceraie with Him? Here are some promises to keep in
mind:

Jeremiah 29:11 For | know the plans | haveytar, “declares the Lord”, plans to prosper you
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope andwaé.

Proverbs 19:21 Many are the plans in a man'g,Ha4 it is the Lord's purpose that prevails.
Proverbs 20:24 A man's steps are directed éy.dind.
How then can anyone understand his own way?

So look ahead, plan ahead, but always trust thewbioeis our Head---Jesus Christ.
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God’'s Wonders

Submitted by Gert Hoekstra

We thank God for a great study
this fall in the Book of Colossians.

We had a wonderful wrap-up

along with Ruth Circle as Marty (taken from ‘A Journey to
Foster reminded us of Paul's prayer Victorious Praying by Bill
in Col. 1:10. (This was for the Co- Thrasher)
lossians and should be true for us too.) How does our kind and Holy
-that we may live a life worthy of the Lord and God accomplish His work? His usual method is to
may please Him in every way place a prayer burden on someone’s heart. As a
. . person prays in response to that prayer burden, the
-bearing fruit in every good work work of God is set in motion. The Sovereign God
-growing in the knowledge of God of the universe has chosen to work through prayer.

As we start off the new year, may this be our It is stated, “There is no WONDER, more super-

prayer and may we do all we can to make this a reaatural and divine in the life of a believer thae t
ity in our lives. mystery and ministry of prayer...the hand of the

; : h in Chridi child touching the arm of the Father and moving
One way of encouraging our growth in Chrisibis he \wheel of the universe.” (fronthderstanding

study His Word. CoffeeBreak and our women's Citfgjo\w God Worky
cles are a good opportunity to do this. '

We plan to start our study of 1st and 2nd Taess

lonians onJanuary 10 New members are always
welcome. Please Contact

Standing on His Word,

Cel Kuyper
Judy Nearpass (708) 474-1844
or
Nellie Mae Tanis
Two New DVD'’s (219) 836-8139

From our librarian, Alice Beth Barnes

Thanks for the stamps, we were
able to get two free DVD’s from
them.

They are both Veggie Tales:
1. Where’s God when I'm S-Scare@?®andling

fear) Today is a gift
2. The Wonderful Wizard of Ha(¢he story of the  From God above
Prodigal Son). With time for our work
The winter is a great time to find time to read. ~ And time for love.
Please come and check out some great authors like
Karen Kingsbury and others. When work pushes hard

And haste wants to shove,

Remember and never doubt it: With God’s That;]s just when we need
help you can do incredible things. Never To share more Love.
think down; always think up. —Peggy Ferrell

— Norman Vincent Peale



Chicagoland Prison Food Donations
Outreach Needed

Dollie Veenstrawould like to
remind you that the Big Red

CPO needs furniture yo! _
Bucket is in the fellowship hall.

As always your cash donations
are the most appreciated. Chica-.; ;
goland Prison Outreach also hasc'gﬁﬁfl to help the Lansing Food
other areas of concerns. They are Y-
in need of fiveNEW twin mat- Non-perishables such as can

Food donations are greatly appre

Old Tables for Sale

The old banquet tables are
available for a $10.00 donation
which will go towards the Con-
struction Lift Project.

_ Contact John (Dawn) Slager,
Bob Sons or the church office.

tresses and box springs, fiveew goods and boxed food are suggest-

or used bed frames, and firew ed
or used chests of drawers.

The beds will help furnish a tran-

sitional house for the inmates upddonN’t Throw Away
their release from prison. Thank

you in advance. This will enable ThOose Stamps”'
us to touch the lives of the inmates

with the transforming power of
God’s word and spirit. Please
contact us at (708) 331-3301.  bulletin board at the north end of

the Fellowship Hall.
Please cut the stamp from your

Chicagoland Prison Outreach ismall leaving 1/4 inch or more
seeking volunteers who are expei"\[Ound the stamp.
enced welders and would be will- Dr. David Vila, president of The
ing to serve as welding mentors i8panish Evangelical Literature
our welding class one day per Fellowship needs them for his
week from 10:00 a.m. until 12:30ministry in Latin America.

p-m. If you have any questions you
Welding mentors serve as assisean contacHenrietta Kooy at

tants to our instructor for the pur-708-474-0946.

pose of providing individual atten-

tion for students. The class takes

place at our vocational/career ce

ter located at 104th Eggleston in

Roseland.

If you are interested in more in-
formation please contact Chicagc
land Prison Outreach at (708) 33
3301.

CPO seeking volunteers
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Boxes for the stamps are labeled
on the Sanctuary Table or on the

The “Amazing Grace
Newsletter” published for
Grace Reformed Church
2740 Indiana Avenue
Lansing, IL 60438

Statement The newsletter was
created for the purpose of pro-
viding a source of information
on church news, activities, peo-
ple, and current events for all
Grace’s members and friends of
our Christian community in or-
der that we may all more fully
feel the love of Christ in and
among us.

REFUGE Winter Retreat January 25-27

The good neighbor looks be-
yond the external accidents,
and discerns those inner quali-

ROCK Winter Retreat February 22-24

ties that make all (people) hu-
man and, therefore, brothers
(and sisters)

— Martin Luther King Jr.



Make it one of your New Years Resolution to rerbento drop a line or two to
our military members this year. Let them know tyat and Grace Church love,
support, and pray for them.

If there are any changes in any military memiagidress or information you
would like to share please let us know. You cadmstipictures or information
by putting it in the newsletter mailbox at churaeteemail Dianne Reinsma at

diannerein@comcasiet.

Coughlin, Keith PVT 2 Johnson Jermaine MM3 Molloy, Brian P.

101 NNPTC Circle 110th QM Company Div EMO1

Goose Creek, SC 29445-6324 149 Billy Mitchell Boulevard U.S.S. Nashville LPD 13
Hunter, AAF Georgia 31409 FPO AE 09579-1715

Crater, Darnell E-mail address:
ACO 589th BSB Fires LCPL Mabrey, Aaron J. molloyb@Ipd13.navy.mil
Brigade 4 ID Unit #8103
Fort Hood, TX 76544 2106 Rowell Rd. Rucker, Chris
Quantico, VA 22134 Watch for new address
Gron, Nick E-mail address: In the church bulletin
629 Autumn Creek Way Mabes87@aol.com
Apt. 1 306
Beaverton, OR 97006 Molloy, Kara L.
440 Roberts Avenue
PMB #1324

Pensacola, FL 32511-5151

Be always at war with your vices, at peace with
your neighbors and let each new year find you
a better (person). —Benjamin Franklin



One Service — January 2,
7-10 p.m.

Wedding of Emily Unger
and Tony Willison —
January 5, 10:00 a.m.

Praise Team Practices —
January 5, 2:00 p.m.; Janu-
ary 6, 13, 20, 27 — 8:15
a.m.; January 6, 5:00

p.m.; January 12, 19, 26,
10:30 a.m.

9™ & 10™ Grade Bible
Study —January 6, 13, 20
—8:45 a.m.

Grace Kids Staff —January

6, 13, 20, 27 — 9:00a.m.

Prayer —January 6, 13, 20,

27 —9:30 a.m.

Prayer Service — January
6, 6:00 p.m.

Giving Grace Card Minis-
try —January 7 6:30 p.m.

Puppets —January 7, 14,
21,28, 6:30 p.m.

Elders — January 7, 7:00
p.m.

Deacons — January 7, 28,
7:00 p.m.

Coffee Break Leaders —
January 8, 15, 22, 29, 9:00
a.m.

Family Night — January 8,
22, 6:30p.m.

Refuge Leaders — Janu-
ary 8, 7:00 p.m.

Cadets @ Oak Glen URC
— January 8, 15, 29, 7:00
p.m.

Refuge — January 9, 16,
23, 30, 6:30 p.m.

ROCK — January 10, 17,
24,31, 6:30 p.m.

Coffee Break/Story Hour
—January 10, 17, 24, 31,
9:30 a.m.

Grace Beyond Borders
Fundraiser Dinner —
January 12

Life Groups — January 13,
20, 27, 4:30/6:00 p.m.;
January 16, 23,30, 1:30
p.m.

Executive Meeting —
January 15, 6:45 p.m.

Consistory — January 15,
7:30 p.m.

ROCK Parent Trap —
January 18, 6:30 p.m.

Cadet Sunday/Sanctity of
Life Sunday — January 20

Ministry Team Leaders —
January 24, 7:30 p.m.

Refuge Spring Hill Retreat
— January 25-27

Ministry Team Meetings
— January 27

Candlelight Circle —
January 28, 7:00 p.m.

Ruth Circle — January 29,
1:15 p.m.

Life Groups begins Sunday,
January 13. We will study Hot
Topics: What The Bible says
about Relationships.

If you are not part of a group
and would like to be contact the
church office.(708) 474-0180.

Special Dates

New Year's DayJanuary 1
EpiphanyJanuary 6

Baptism of the LordJanu-
ary 13

Week of prayer for Chris-
tian Unity,January 18-25

Martin Luther King Jr. Day,
January 21

Sunday, January 20






